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poor Huron fell sick and died soon after, we were
seized by a new fear, inasmuch as an Algonquin,
who knew Satouta’s parents, was present during all
this ill-played tragedy. These two events were cap-
able of completely ruining us, but our Lord provided
a remedy therefor through his goodness. May he be
forever blessed by Angels and by men, and by all
creatures! I was at the three Rivers, with Monsieur
the Governor, when I received this fatal news; it
was thought best to suppress it, for fear of strength-
ening the Savages in a mischievous notion. The
true cause of their death lay in the change of air and
of occupation, and especially of diet. The sagamité,
or thin Cornmeal broth, that these people eat is not
solid or substantial, [187] like the bread and meat of
the French. These young men, enjoying greatly
the food which was given to them, were always eat-
ing, so that too great indulgence killed them. To
obviate this danger, we fed the others partly in the
Huron way and partly in the French, and this kept
them in good health. Besides, when the Savages
are sick, they do not know what it is to take care of
themselves; if they are warm, they go into a cool
place, or have cold water thrown on them, without
considering that the symptoms of a crisis or a good
sweat might cure them.

But let us say a few words about these poor young
men. Satouta, who was named Robert in his bap-
tism, was the grandson of Tsondechaouanouan, who
is, as it were, Admiral of the country. To him are
reported all matters pertaining to navigation, and all
the news of the nations to which these Hurons go by
water on their fresh-water sea. His name is so well
known that, if it is desired to communicate some-



